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Abstract

An Analysis of Academic Connections between Character

Education and Multicultural Education in the United States

Chu, Beong-Wan

The purpose of this article is to identify the relationship between character
education and multicultural education in the U.S. Character education has grown out
of educator’s deep concern about the disturbing trends in youth conduct and has also
tried to develop moral character by imparting traditional and democratic moral values
to students. Multicultural education seeks to develop among students the spirit of
togetherness, especially through the impartation of knowledge, skills, and
attitudes needed in dealing with diversity and in fostering mutual relationship
and coexistence. Character education and multicultural education have several
commonalities in that both of them emphasize the existence of universal moral
values, habituated moral actions, and expected outcomes. But while the former is
based on neo-conservative stance and assimilation model, the latter is based on
prospective stance and multiculturalism model. Character educators and
multicultural educators are not interested in trying to find a middle ground in
order to induce synergic effects for solving social problems. Therefore, character
education and multicultural education in the U.S. give us important educational
implications. Moral education in Korea should seek to expand the concept of
moral literacy, focus on students’ problem solving capacities and critical social

participation, and make students form flexible, complex moral identity.

Key words: assimilationism, character education, moral education, multicultural education,

multiculturalism, social integration
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